April 2, 2008
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.  20515
Dear Madame Speaker:
 

We are writing to urge you to repeal harmful changes made to Section 911 of the Internal Revenue Code contained in the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act (TIPRA) of 2005, which increased taxes on Americans living and working outside the United States.
As a direct result of the changes made by TIPRA, many Americans working abroad are paying dramatically higher taxes.  By some estimates, American taxpayers overseas are paying as much as $25,000 more than in the prior tax year.  These tax law changes are detrimental to America’s global competitiveness and must be repealed to promote a level playing field for U.S. companies and workers abroad.     

The United States is the only industrialized country in the world that taxes its citizens on income earned abroad.  Not only do American citizens pay foreign taxes in the country in which they work, they also pay U.S. taxes.  This system increases the operating costs for U.S. companies employing citizens overseas, but it also harms university professors and small- and medium-sized business professionals who work abroad and face this unfair tax burden.  
Many factors contribute to America’s export strength, but one critical factor is having articulate and able representatives sell American goods and services in foreign markets.  Experience has demonstrated that Americans often are the best “salespeople” for U.S.  goods and services.  U.S. tax policy should support Americans working overseas, but unfortunately the opposite is now the case.
In this time of economic uncertainty, we urge you to support legislation that strengthens America’s competitiveness and promotes a fair tax policy.  

Sincerely,
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